
Making disciples who make a difference! 

Κοινωνία (Koinonia) 
koinəˈnēə, noun: Christian fellowship 

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, 

Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. (Luke 9:51, NIV) 

 

 

Next Wednesday begins the Lenten season of the church 

calendar.  We mark the start of this holiest time of year 

with the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday.  There will 

be a service here in the sanctuary at 7pm that evening.  This 

is a ritual in the church that symbolizes our mortality 

(“from dust we come and to dust we shall return,” Genesis 

3:19) and our fallibility. 

 

 

Lent, when observed properly, should be a difficult time for 

disciples of Jesus.  And, of course, difficultly is not always a 

bad thing.  The most cherished possessions, relationships 

and experiences we know often have been hard won 

through difficulties.  Lent is the time of year during which 

faithful Christians reflect on the brokenness of the world 

and themselves.  We have rebelled against God’s will, we 

have tried to do good and missed the mark, we have inten-

tionally or unintentionally hurt others.  In a word, we have 

“sinned.”   

 

 

Sometimes, the very teaching on sin is twisted and used as 

a weapon against people. There have been too many 

churches who have used the fact that we are all sinners to 

heap undue shame on us, God’s precious children.  Maybe 

you have had that experience.  This misuse of sin is a sin in 

and of itself.  But then sometimes churches will overcorrect.  

There is a temptation to avoid talking about sin altogether, 

because we don’t want to open old wounds, shame people, 

or offend them.  This is also a sin, however well-

intentioned. 

 

Talking about sin, and observing that we are sinners, 

should not be avoided.  After all, this is a fact that any hu-

man—religious or not—can easily observe.  Have we ever 

done something wrong?  Of course we have!  Is there a good 

chance we’ll do it again?  You betcha!  Human individuals 

and human societies aren’t perfect.  And all of those failures 

to do the right thing has a name: sin.  I would argue that by 

not acknowledging this, by living in shame or denial of our 

sinfulness, we are setting ourselves up for great pain and 

hopelessness. 

 

 

The Lenten season, as I mentioned, is a time of reflection 

on the brokenness of the world.  It’s not a comfortable ob-

servation.  But there is an unexpected blessing in doing the 

difficult, spiritually mature work of confession and repent-

ance (“repentance” is English the word we use for the 

Greek: metanoia.  The meaning of metanoia is “change of 

heart or mind”).  For only by being rigorously honest, are 

we able to see God’s response to our sin.  And do you know 

what that response is?  Well, it’s not a heaping of shame or 

endless condemnation.  God’s response to our sin is His 

son.  The blessed life, death and resurrection of Christ Je-

sus reveals God’s mercy and forgiveness.  We fall short of 

our creator, but God never falls short of us.  We have been 

redeemed.  We have been showered with divine love and 

amazing grace.  This is the mystery of the cross. 

 

 

But to get to the cross, we must walk the dusty, difficult 

road to Golgotha hill. We must walk through Lent.  May 

this upcoming journey that we make as disciples be a holy 

time for you.  And know that you do not walk it alone. 

 

 

Shalom, 

Joey Pusateri 
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Youth and Young Families Ministry 
 

I was going to begin this message to you all with, “Wow, February is a busy month!!”  And that’s true!  But what I actual-

ly want to say to you all is this: “I hope all of our months keep being so busy!!” 

 

 

It has been a great month with our children and youth and young families here at First Christian Church.  We had our 

Souper Bowl celebration and fundraiser, which we will continue to strengthen and grow!  We have played fun games and 

discussed meaningful topics at our Wednesday night programs.  We have had an exciting month of our Danville Youth 

Connection (DYC) right here at First Christian.  Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the events and the pro-

gram itself!!  We will once again host a month of the group in May.  Next month, we will meet at Trinity Episcopal 

Church. 

 

 

Our ski and tubing trips were so much fun and we cannot wait to continue these fun times among a variety of trips.  We 

will have more fun and fellowship outings, and of course—we will have out promising trip to Guatemala (December 

28,2019 – January 4, 2020).  Please let me know if you want to join us!! 

 

 

I can see our youth and children’s programs expanding daily.  I see friendships forming and increasing, in our church 

and between churches.  I feel a new level of comfort in which people feel more open to ask questions and discuss im-

portant issues.  I hear a great deal of laughter, as well.  I will work hard to continue to help these programs grow and 

develop.  We will continue to expand these programs with discussion groups, more training for youth leadership, playful 

events, full family get-togethers, and more.  Always know that you can be a part of this too—let me know if you would 

like to volunteer, or just join us and hang out!! 

 

 

I want to remind you all that children and youth will not be meeting on this Wednesday, March 6th because of Ash 

Wednesday service.  On Wednesday, March 13, all youth will be going to Malibu Jack’s for a fun evening out!  I will send 

out more information, but the timing will be regular and we are all signed up and ready to go.  Please let me know if you 

or a child plan on being there! 

 

 

God has given this church great opportunities.  I am blessed to be a part of this plan.  We can never predict the plan, or 

the outcome… with God or with children and youth.  However, God knows what should happen.  If we all put in an ef-

fort, if we all give our time, if we all work as a community, then great things are going to happen.  That’s how it works 

with kids, and that’s how it works with our wonderful God as well. 

 

 

For now—check out of some of FCC’s Facebook photos.  We get to see kids laughing and talking and becoming a fami-

ly.  If you see some of those faces, and some of that fellowship… you’ll smile.  You’ll know what I mean.  We’re busy—but 

that’s great.  We want to stay busy with God and our church family! 

 

 

Peace, 

Rev. Griffin 



Lent Season 

Mark your calendars for upcoming services and events. 
 

Ash Wednesday        March 6    7:00 pm 

Lenten Lunches        March 12-April 16   12:00—12:50 pm 

Maundy Thursday    April 18    7:30 pm 

Sunrise Service         April 21     7:30 am  

Sunday School          April 21     9:45 am 

Easter Worship         April 21   10:45 am 

 
Endowment Distribution 

The 2018 endowment distribution from the Maxine Max-

ey Fund was $13,878. The Maxine Maxey Fund Commit-

tee met recently to discuss allocations for 2019. Money 

from this fund is used to benefit the needy of Boyle Coun-

ty. Funds have been allocated for Soups On Us, post-

secondary scholarships, Breakfast with Santa, Track and 

Treat, Easter Egg Hunt, ASAP, Hope Network, Family 

Resource Centers, Family Services Association of Boyle 

County, Christmas Food boxes and a discretionary fund 

(used to pay water bills, electric bills, etc. as needed).  If 

you would like more information about this fund please 

contact Nancy Mahan or Mary Ann McGlothlin.  

 

Young at Heart 

Young at  Heart lunch  adventures will start again on 

March 21.  This group welcomes everyone:  women and 

men, young and those who think young. We meet the 

third Thursday of the month. 

We will leave the church at 11:00 for lunch at Shak-

ertown.  Please sign up at the welcome table.  Contact 

Penny Vaught if you have questions.  859-236-9465 or 

pennyvau@gmail.com  

 

4 Cans 4 Others  

Our First Christian Church family continues to amaze us 

with its continued generosity.  With the addition of 269 

cans, our awesome total is now 30,999.  Thank you for 

caring so much for the hungry people in our community.  

You continue to make Boyle County a wonderful place to 

live.   
 

Blessings, 

Jim and Evelyn Page 

 
CWF Meets March 6 

All ladies are welcome to meet Tuesday, March 6 after 

Lenten Lunches at 1:00 pm in the Community Room 100 

at FCC.  Diane Reed will have the program on Phoebe & 

Junia:  Two Called Women in Romans 16. 

 

Ministry Spotlight– Lenten Lunches 

Lenten Lunches has been a community-wide ministry of 

this church for several years.  Many of our church family 

and the community look forward to hearing a variety of 

speakers while enjoying tasty soups, sandwiches, etc. A 

big change that will take place this year is having our 

Lenten Lunches on Tuesdays so spread the word now!  

Our first luncheon will be Tuesday, March 12 from 

Noon—12:50 pm.  Our cooks are in the process of plan-

ning the menu, but we are in need of volunteers for des-

serts.  Check out the sign-up board in the narthex on 

Sundays if interested in helping with desserts or contact 

Patty Castle (236-2478) or Sueann Rice (606-669-1408). 

   
Noon Connection New Book 

The Thursday 12Noon Connection’s group will discuss, 

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho, on March.   If you are 

interested in joining, please contact Susie Allen at 

marksusie@bellsouth.net or at 319-9200.  You can also 

call the church office and order a book through Sherrie.  

The group meets from 12 – 2 pm on Thursday, March 14 

& 21 in Room 209, discussing half of the book at each 

meeting.  So bring your lunch and join in for some lively 

and open discussions!  

 

February Board Summary 

 Security System - door entry systems have been com-

pleted and are working, door entry cards have been 

distributed, and the alarm system is in the trial phase 

 HVAC Capital Campaign - commitments fell short of 

the goal; project work is underway and should be suc-

cessful over the two (2) year period 

 January giving was greater than budget; January ex-

penses exceeded budget    

 A new Men's Ministry began Saturday, February 16, 

2019 at 9:00 a.m. at Cracker Barrel. Fifteen (15) men 

of all ages were in attendance.  Plans are to continue 

to meet on Saturdays at 9:00 a.m., with the location 

and activities to be decided  

 Many youth activities are taking place and a Youth 

Committee is being developed. 

 Over $4300.00 was raised for Souper Bowl Sunday 

       2019 Maxine Maxey budget was established - 

2019 revenue from endowment is $13,829.59 

 

Men’s Ministry Fellowship 

All men are welcome to come this Saturday at 9:00 am at 

First Christian Church. 
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Prayer Concerns 

Janice Bohannon 

Jim Brown 

Steve Bruce 

Henrietta Cannon 

Sallie Carter 

Phillip Dean 

Peyton Guerrant 

Odell Hines  

Jack Kaiser 

Marianne Kirby 

Lucy Kirkpatrick 

Pat Mallard 

Marilyn Marlowe 

Susan Montgomery McDowell 

Mike Miller  

Peggy Mitchell 

Bill Morgan 

Willard Morris 

Jo Ann Powell 

Betty Ramey 

Jackie Spivey 

Bonnie Wilson 

Mary Lou Withers 

 

Weeks Ahead 
 

Week of March 3 
 

Sunday          9:45 am  Sunday School   
        10:45 am  Worship Service 
                                         (Recovery Sunday) 
                       2:00 pm  Worship @ Morning Pointe 
                       5:15 pm   Danville Youth Connection 
                                         @ Trinity Episcopal Church 
Monday         9:00 am  Body Recall 
                        6:30 pm  PAL Support Group                           
                        7:00 pm  Boy Scouts 
Tuesday         7:00 pm  Al-Anon 
Wednesday  9:00 am  Body Recall 
                        7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Service  
Thursday       9:30 am  Magnet Bible Study Group 
                        6:30 pm  Living Word Bible Study 
Friday            9:00 am  Body Recall 
                        7:30 pm  AA Meeting 
Saturday       9:00 am  Men’s Ministry Fellowship @  
                                         FCC 
                      10:30 am  Al-Anon 
 

Week of March 10 
 

Sunday           9:45 am  Sunday School   
         10:45 am  Worship Service 
                        5:15 pm   Danville Youth Connection  
                                          (DYC) @ Trinity Episcopal 
Monday         9:00 am  Body Recall 
                        6:30 pm  PAL Support Group                           
                        7:00 pm  Boy Scouts 
Tuesday       12:00 pm  Lenten Lunches 
                         1:00 pm  CWF(FCC Community Rm 100) 
                         7:00 pm  Al-Anon 
Wednesday   9:00 am  Body Recall 
                         5:15 pm  Grace Notes Handbells  
                        5:30 pm  Wed. Kid’s Night  
                                          (Malibu Jack’s) 
                        6:00 pm  Wed. Night Bible Study 
                        7:00 pm  Sanctuary Choir                  
Thursday       9:30 am  Magnet Bible Study Group 
                      12:00 pm  Noon Connection Group                         
                        2:00 pm  Worship Team 
                        4:00 pm  Centering Prayer Group  
                        6:30 pm  Living Word Bible Study 
Friday            9:00 am  Body Recall 
                         7:30 pm  AA Meeting 
Saturday        7:30 am  Soups on Us 
                      10:30 am  Al-Anon 

Attendance 

February 17 

Attendance     163 

Last Year         170 
 

Greater Unity   12     

 February 24 

Attendance   171  

Last Year       190 
 

 

Boyle County High School Scholarship Recipient 

A Boyle County High School guidance counselor has shared 

that last year’s FCC scholarship recipient, Makayla Richter, 

had been hired at Central Baptist Hospital as an ER Tech.  

Makayla is currently taking classes at BCTC in Lexington 

and will now be working at Central Baptist.  She is very ex-

cited about this opportunity and is doing great.  Boyle 

County High School thanks FCC for their part in helping 

Makayla continue her education.  She was a very worthy 

recipient of the scholarship and continues to strive to do 

her very best. 

AED (Automated External Defibrillator) 

The church has purchased two (2) defibrillator machines 

that have recently been installed on the 1st and 2nd floors.   

Volunteers are needed to operate these devices and train-

ing is provided through a DVD.  If you are interested in 

learning how to use this devices, please contact the church.  
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Rev. Joseph “Joey” Pusateri 
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Rev. Griffin Phillips Ryan 
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859-236-4006 

859-494-5838 (cell)   
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Larry Davidson  

Director of Music Ministry 

859-936-3188 
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Dial-a-Prayer (859) 236-2584 
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Service Roster March 3 

Deacons  Jay Reynolds  (Team Coordinator), Patty Castle, Sarah Hempel, 

Laura Hoffman, Nancy Mahan, Alice Reynolds, Jeff Withers, Lynn Tye, Tom 

Tye, Jenny McClure, Patrick McClure  Elders at the Table  Cheryl Gibson, 

Bart Gover  Elders Serving Shut-in Communion  John Funkhouser, Kendra 

Funkhouser, Lyle McGlothlin  Worship Leader  Gigi Biles  Communion 

Preparer  Ann Barker  Steward  Elmer Jackson   Greeters  Terry & Linda 

Dachenhaus Ushers  Lauren Newman, Rodger Ross, Wendy Ross  Welcome 

Table  Sherrie Horn  Children Worship & Wonder  Patricia Calvert, Ruth 

Sigler 

 

Service Roster March 10 

Deacons  Jay Reynolds  (Team Coordinator), Patty Castle, Sarah Hempel, 

Laura Hoffman, Nancy Mahan, Alice Reynolds, Jeff Withers, Lynn Tye, Tom 

Tye, Jenny McClure, Patrick McClure  Elders at the Table  Lyle McGlothlin, 

Mary Ann McGlothlin  Elders Serving Shut-in Communion  Patricia Cal-

vert, Tom Huckleberry, Butch Pass  Worship Leader  Vince Pennington  

Communion Preparer  Kathy Milby  Steward  Lynn Tye  Greeters  Jean-

ette Barbour, Patty Castle  Ushers  Julie Hastings, Mary McKitric, Edna Prall  

 Welcome Table  John & Martha Caywood  Children Worship & 

Wonder  Kandi Williams, Linda Dachenhaus 

 
Next publication is March 13.   Please submit information by  March 8.                                                                                  


